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You’ve met them. Those weird ones. You know, those people who are wired differently 
than you. Maybe you even married one and then wondered what on earth you were 
thinking. Maybe you birthed or sired one. Maybe you share the same parents but you 
wonder if they’re adopted (or if you’re adopted). Whether that person is your spouse, 
your child, a sibling, or some other close person in your life it feels like you speak an 
entirely different language. You value different things, you see life from different angles, 
and do some things better than them (and some things worse).  

When the values we hold or our perspective conflict with someone close to us we’re left 
with a choice. Do we choose to be right? Do we choose the relationship? Or is there 
some strange mix that allows us to be us, to maintain healthy boundaries and dignity, to 
celebrate our loved one, and protect and cultivate the relationship all at the same time?  

I think there is. It’s an art form, a dance. Sometimes love must be tough. Sometimes 
soft. Sometimes we have to die to ourselves and other times we have to let the other 
person squirm - and sometimes letting the other person squirm is dying to ourselves.  

Whatever you chose to do – do it out of freedom and love. Don’t be guided by the fear of 
rejection, of being a “bad” person, of causing pain (some pain is necessary for growth), 
or any other lie that plagues you. It’s ok (and good) to be different, to hold different 
values and different viewpoints. It’s ok to be uncomfortable and to experience conflict.  

You are free to mix being right and relationship. Enjoy it!  

	
  
	
  

Compliments of Practical Family Living, Inc. 

P.O. Box 1676, Appleton, WI 54912 (920) 720-8920 

You are permitted and encouraged to reproduce and distribute our articles in any format provided 
that you credit the author, no modifications are made, you do not charge a fee beyond the cost of 

reproduction, and you include Practical Family Living’s web-site address (http://www.pfl.org) on the 
copied resource.  Quotations from any article are also permitted with credit to the author and citing 

the web-site.  Any use of other materials on this web-site, including reproduction, modification, 
distribution or republication, without the prior written consent of Practical Family Living, Inc., is 

strictly prohibited. 

	
  


